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Kia orana Everyone, 
I know that for many of you that as time 
ticks by you are really missing gathering 
together for worship on Sundays. We 
simply don’t know yet how long this will 
continue, but there will be further 
direction on Monday 25th May.  

We would love you to join us via zoom on 
Sunday.  It is so good to worship in real 
time, to see each others faces, to hear 
each other voices and simply be together 
before God. There are many ways you can 
do this:  

• Phoning this number 098846780, 
and inputting this code 
89043133477# 

• Downloading the zoom app for free 
on your computer, tablet or smart 
phone from   https://zoom.us/  
Then clicking on this link  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/890431
33477  

• Or going to a family member or 
friends place who has internet and 
engaging in worship with them in 
front of their computer – organise 
this before and let me know their 
email and I can send the zoom link 
to them. 

 

If you haven’t yet received our latest 
newsletter for some reason, please let Jill 
know. 

 
There has been a lot of public debate 
about public worship not being able to 
take place.  This letter from Rev Anne 
Priestly, has been shared on social media is 
very helpful.  
 

 

  

https://zoom.us/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89043133477
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89043133477
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Worship May 24th  
 

Opening Prayer 
We gather this 
day as a 
dispersed people 
some empty, 
some filled, 
some whole, 
some broken: 
some a bit 
overwhelmed as 
we emerge from 
our bubbles. 
 

We come 
yearning for the Holy Spirit to fill us. 
We come trusting that Christ will illumine 
our hearts. 
We come longing for the grace that you 
give. 
 

Though you are God, 
with all the influence and status that the 
name implies, 
you refused to pull rank, and parade your 
power among us. 
 Instead, you chose to step down into our 
experience, 
living among us, as one of us, 
with all the struggle and suffering 
that goes with being human. 
  
More than that, you adopted the role of 
slave, 
washing feet, serving people of no 
reputation or social standing, 
and giving of yourself completely. 
  
As incredible as it sounds, 
you are the God who serves, 
and we can respond in no other way 
than to give ourselves to you in praise.    

Prayer adapted from John van de laar 

 
 

We Sing: You Raise Me Up 
 https://youtu.be/t7tGUNVrqPs 
When I am down and oh my soul so weary 
When troubles come and my heart 
burdened be 
Then I am still and wait here in the silence 
Until you come and sit a while with me 
You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains 
You raise me up, to walk on stormy seas 
I am strong, when I am on your shoulders 
You raise me up, to more than I can be 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession   
God of Compassion  
you are the constant lover 
who never abandons us; 
you are the mother 
who cradles her children, 
you are the teacher 
patiently repeating your words for us. 
 

Jesus Christ, 
in you we are convinced God loves us; 
through you, we are formed into your 
people; 
with you, we serve those the world has 
forgotten. 
 

Holy Spirit, 
you are the power that gives us peace; 
you are the wisdom that reveals the 
broken in our midst; 
 

We confess that although you never 
abandon us, we are quick to abandon you. 
We run off and do our own thing, 
forgetting the teaching and the modelling 
that you put before us.  We neglect your 
call on our lives. 

http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/2008/04/ascension.html
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We focus on our own needs and those of 
our families instead of looking beyond our 
own circle to see the broken hearted 
nearby. 
 

Forgive us O God for all the ways we fall 
down from being the people you call us to 
be. 
 

You have called us through scripture  
to care for the widows and orphans among 
us;  
help us to see all those who are left out by 
society and are in need.  
Help us to break down the dividing walls 
that we have placed,  
so that we may truly be one,  
as You and Christ are one.  
For it is in Christ’s name we pray. Amen.   

       Adapted from prayer written by Thom 
Shuman 

Sharing Christs Peace 
Sharing Christ’s Peace Following worship 
today, I encourage you to be in touch with 
someone in our church community via 
phone, text or email as well as someone 
outside of it to share Christ’s peace.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Reading Acts 1: 6-14 
 

Song: Picture of Jesus by Ben Harper 
and Ladysmith Black Mambazo 
https://youtu.be/qg7e1F06mXw  
It hangs above my altar 
Like they hung him from a cross 
I keep one in my wallet 
For the times I feel lost 

I feel lost 
In a wooden frame with splinters 
Where my family kneels to pray 
And if you listen close 
You'll hear the words he used to say 
 

Refrain 
I've got a picture of Jesus 
In his arms so many prayers rest 
We've got a picture of Jesus 
And with him we shall be forever blessed 
Forever blessed 
 
Now it has been spoken 
He would come again 
But would we recognize 
This king among men 
There was a man in our time 
His words shine bright like the sun 
He tried to lift the masses 
And was crucified by gun 
He was a picture of Jesus 
With him so many prayers rest 
 

Refrain 
I've got a picture of Jesus 
In his arms so many prayers rest 
We've got a picture of Jesus 
And with him we shall be forever blessed 
Forever blessed 
 
Some days have no beginning 
And some days have no end 
Some roads are straight and narrow 
And some roads only bend 
So let us say a prayer 
For every living thing 
Walking towards a light  
From the cross of a king 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/qg7e1F06mXw
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Reflection 
Leadership changes are always a bit fraught, no 

matter what group, body or business with a 

mix of risk and opportunity. Whether it be a 

family farm passing into the hands of a new 

generation, getting a new leader and deputy 

leader in a political party, appointing a rector 

at a High School or calling a new minister to a 

church, these changes are significant, 

challenging and exciting.      

 

Our text today, the first fourteen verses of Acts 

tell us about the change in leadership from 

Jesus to the apostles. Although, of course no 

one will truly succeed Jesus but the apostles 

are Jesus successors in that they will give 

leadership to the new movement that began in 

him and they will guide the church as it begins 

to grow.  

From his disciples Jesus had earlier named 12 

as apostles. As disciples they were of course 

Jesus students, but being named as Apostles 

was something more than that.  The word 

‘apostle’ derives from the verb ‘to send’ where 

someone is sent out to give or share something 

important to someone else – in this case the 

Good News of the gospel and God’s mission on 

earth.  While the twelve had been named by 

Jesus while he was alive they had continued to 

learn from him.   

It had been a major rollercoaster of a ride of 

late with Jesus arrest, crucifixion and 

resurrection with Jesus appearing to his 

followers many times.  The Apostles, were 

getting used to having Jesus around in a 

strange new way, when he announces ‘ I’m off 

guys, you need to stay here and wait for the 

Holy Spirit who is coming fairly soon, although I 

can’t tell you exactly when. When you receive 

the Holy Spirit you will be able to tell everyone 

about me and the work I do’. 

Although there is nothing explicit in the text 

about how the apostles were feeling about all 

of this, it is likely that they experienced fear 

and anxiety about what was to come now that 

Jesus announces his departure. Coping with 

change always demanding isn’t it.  

We all have some current experience of doing 

just that, haven’t we?   While most people I 

have talked too, once they settled into 

lockdown, were able to experience many good 

and expansive moments, it did alter our lives in 

ways that we could never have predicted.  

Now as we emerge from the safety of our 

homes, the change is also challenging.  I found 

myself feeling quite dislocated on Tuesday, my 

first day working from my office at church again. 

Many Mums’ I have talked too, have shared 

how hard it was to say goodbye to their kids at 

the school gate on Monday, that it felt like 

dropping their five year old off on their first day 

all over again.   It doesn’t take us long to settle 

into a new normal, and when that changes 

again, it can be quite confronting. 

A friend pointed out to me, how interesting it 

is that Lockdown began around the time of the 

Passover, of Easter and for the next 40+ days 

we have been withdrawn from the world as we 

have waited and waited and waited. You could 

say that we had our 40 days in the wilderness! 

I have certainly found more time for prayer 

and I hope that that is the case for you. A 

prayerful waiting before God for that the 

number of covid 19 infections would decrease, 

a prayerful waiting that the levels would go 

down and now we have a prayerful waiting 

that the numbers allowed for gatherings, will 

increase.  There will be a further 

announcement tomorrow and you never know 

it might just be that we will be able to worship 

together in person next Sunday – the day of 

Pentecost when the Holy Spirit blows in.   
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Even if that isn’t too be, we will still be able to 

celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit in 

wonderful ways.  

When there are leadership changes in any 

organisation, it is helpful to remember the 

story of who we are and whose we are and 

what our Kaupapa, our purpose is.  Jesus has 

taken particular care to prepare his disciples 

over the three years of his ministry and 

especially over the forty days since his 

resurrection. He emphasises again the 

importance of the Kingdom of God, what life 

looks like under God’s reign.  

Jesus hands responsibility to his people. It is 

now up to them to bear witness to Jesus and 

his ministry throughout the land. The Apostles 

become the leaders of the Jesus movement, 

they are no longer followers, they are leaders, 

they are sent by God.  Jesus told his apostles 

that they were to be his witnesses in Jerusalem 

and throughout Judea and Samaria, and to 

the ends of the earth 

 

We as the church have the same call, to be 

Christ’s witnesses.  We are called to bear 

witness to all that God has done and is doing in 

Christ.  We are called to proclaim the grace and 

healing that God pours out upon everyone. We 

are called to help transform society so that all 

people can experience Gods dream of life in its 

fullness.  

During the time of Christendom, when the 

church was at the centre of society, mission 

 
1 Called to Be Church: The Book of Acts for a New 
Day. Robinson, A.B & Wall, RW. 2006: Eerdmans 
Publishing, Grand Rapids.  pp42 

was seen as something that happened 

overseas in the mission field, beyond the 

‘western world.’  Mission isn’t some extra thing 

that we do on top of everything else, it is the 

essence of who we are as the church. ‘The 

church does not have a mission - it is a 

mission.’1 We are all missionaries, witnesses to 

God’s love and to the fullness of life that God 

wants for us all and we are called to share this 

knowing, this way of living, with others. It was 

the last thing that Jesus said as he made his 

ascension: Go, I am sending you, into the 

community that you live and everywhere. 

Share my love and my longing for the world 

and how I want it to be. It is such an exciting 

call. 

As you have probably figured out by now, I am 

a bit of a bull at a gate and I hear something 

like that and think, yes lets get cracking! But no 

Jesus has told his apostles to wait for the Holy 

Spirit and that is what they did. It wasn’t 

simply waiting and filling in their time watching 

TV or Netflix, baking and going for walks.  

The apostles, as well as the disciples who were 

with them were constantly devoting 

themselves to prayer and reflection, they were 

actively engaging with God.  They were waiting 

to be empowered by the Holy Spirit.  

Our images of waiting are often passive, but as 

we see in the apostles and disciples their 

waiting was active as the prayed. We cultivate 

a receptive heart and spirit through active and 

expectant waiting. This active expectant 

waiting is a time of calling upon God 

anticipating the fulfillment of promises, being 

confident of Gods faithfulness, and resolving to 

restore and create God’s people anew.2 

As we wait, we create space to engage with 

and hear God.  Lockdown has been a precious 

time in that sense, as we have actively engaged 

with God. 

2 Ibid 47 
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It is more than 18 months since we launched 

this idea to create a solar farm to give cheap 

power to low income families in order to help 

transform the ways that of the world that 

make it hardest for the poorest in our 

community.  It has been a gradual process of 

prayer and engagement bringing before God 

the reality that many people in our community 

struggle with energy poverty. Since our idea 

became public, and more and more people 

have learned about it they have been praying 

for Te Ra and for us – Te Ra has been saturated 

with prayer. 

 

Over the last year the Options Group has been 

meeting to discern where God might be 

leading us in how to best use our church 

assets.  One of the ideas that came up was to 

partner with Presbyterian Support East Coast 

to build a supported living residence for people 

with physical disabilities like Rowan House, on 

the land where our carpark sits.   

The St Andrews Trust has also been exploring 

social housing in Flaxmere and Bridge Pa. 

During the Lockdown the government 

encouraged New Zealanders to apply for 

funding for shovel ready projects to get the 

economy moving. St Andrews put in five 

applications, thinking that we would be lucky if 

one made it through.    

On Thursday afternoon we received 5 emails 

from the government to say that all five 

applications had made it through to the next 

stage. Thousands of applications were made 

and 815 have been selected to go through to 

the next stage.  It is very exciting (and also a bit 

overwhelming).     

It is important to note that this won’t be a case 

of us as the church doing all of the work to 

make these projects happen. If we are 

successful it will be the partners like PSEC who 

will play a dominant role in running these 

projects. What we, St Andrews will be doing be 

doing is ensuring that each of these projects 

demonstrates God’s purpose for the world.  

And so we wait and as we wait we actively 

engage with God in prayer and devotion as 

things unfold.  We encourage you to talk with 

your family and friends about this too and to 

invite them to join us all as we wait and we 

pray, as we await the Holy Spirit to empower 

us.  It is very exciting! 

We Sing:  
Cook Islands Imene Tuki from 
Rakahanga 
https://youtu.be/d3wN41n8UGM 
 Or Shine Jesus Shine  
https://youtu.be/HNnlHeNOr8A 
 

Shine Jesus Shine 
Lord, the light of your love is shining 
In the midst of the darkness, shining 
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us 
Set us free by the truth you now bring us 
Shine on me, shine on me 
 

Shine, Jesus, shine 
Fill this land with the Father's glory 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
Send forth your word 
Lord, and let there be light 
 

Lord, I come to your awesome presence 
From the shadows into your radiance 
By the blood I may enter your brightness 
Search me, try me, consume all my 
darkness 
Shine on me, shine on me 
 

https://youtu.be/d3wN41n8UGM
https://youtu.be/HNnlHeNOr8A


7 
 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness 
So our faces display your likeness  
Ever changing from glory to glory 
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story 
Shine on me, shine on me 
 

Prayer for Others Prepared by Jim Spall  

Let us give thanks. Today many people 
throughout the world are in a time of great 
trial as a result of Covid19. Lives are being 
lost, economies put on their knees, and 
travel between countries has become 
difficult. As hard as these trials are let 
them not distract us from rejoicing in the 
Lord. No matter what is happening God is 
with us and is gently shaping us more 
completely into the image of Jesus Christ. 
Let us see beyond our troubles knowing 
that you are with us. 
 

We pray for our neighbours, the folks in 
our street and down the road. We may not 
know what troubles them but You do and 
we lift them before you now. We especially 
think of those who grieve, and those who 
are ill. Let us give thanks for the smiles, the 
conversations and the little acts of 
kindness that say we care. 
Silence 
 

We pray for our congregation of St 
Andrews and for all our neighbouring 
congregations.  Bless Jill and her ministry 
and all who minister in their own way:  
prayer, staying in touch, delivering each 
Sunday's message and the leaders of our 
meditation and study groups. We pray that 
you send your spirit to revive and renew 
us.  
Silence 
 

We pray for the wider church, for 
Presbytery, for our Moderator working so 
hard to bring the Gospel to us week by 
week and reminding us of our Pacific 
neighbours in Vanuatu who have suffered 
a great loss during the recent cyclone. 
Silence 

 

We pray for our community – the 
community You've called us to serve. Our 
rural community is suffering from a 
devastating drought. We ask that you 
uphold everyone Lord. We give thanks to 
the many kind hearts and hands that are 
holding each other up- the donated feed, 
Poppy Renton's facebook site that has 
saved lives and provided relief and help to 
so many, the cake of chocolate in 
everyone's letterbox signed “from a 
townie”, the box of goods delivered to 
every household. May your strength be 
with all working in the Drought Crisis Hub 
and the Rural Support Trust. 
Silence 
 

 
 

We pray for our nation-for those in 
positions of responsibility and authority. 
Guide them and grant them wisdom that 
their leading might be according to your 
will. In a broken and divided world may 
your love and healing shine through the 
darkness. Fragile we may be but help us to 
participate with You as You care for your 
people, and, most of all, to restore creation 
and make all things new. God, Your 
Kingdom is near and we rejoice knowing 
that in Christ we are all members of your 
family.  Amen 
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We Sing: Thuma Mina 
https://youtu.be/eik2HK7u9xA 

Zulu: 
1 Thuma mina, thuma mina, 
thuma mina, Nkosi yam. 

English: 
1 Send me, Lord, send me, Lord, 
send me, Lord, into the world. 

2 Lead me, Lord, lead me, Lord, 
lead me, Lord, into the world.  

3 Teach me, Lord, teach me, Lord, 
teach me, Lord, your holy Word. 

Closing Prayer 
Creator God, 
Stir in us the newness of life, that we may 
experience what You are doing in the 
world around us. Help us not to grow stale 
to the world, or dim to Your light. 
Inspire us to live for others, to love our 
neighbours and seek their wellbeing. 
Create in us the newness of life, that we 
might love, live and share the joy found in 
You. 
In the name of Christ who makes all things 
new. Amen   
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/eik2HK7u9xA

