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Kia orana!  I hope that you have had a 

chance to read our newsletter, if you have 

a paper copy of this worship service and a 

newsletter hasn’t made its way to you 

please let us know! 

Zoom Worship 

We are going to be continuing to worship 

at a distance for some time yet, I really 

encourage you to join us via Zoom if you 

can at 10am on Sunday morning.  It is so 

good to worship in real time, to see each 

others faces, to hear each other voices 

and simply be together before God. There 

are many ways you can do this: 

• Clicking on this link:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81202
052743 

• Phoning this number 098846780, 

and inputting this code 

81202052743#  

• Or going to a family member or 

friends place who has internet and 

engaging in worship with them in 

front of their computer – organise 

this before and let me know their 

email and I can send the zoom link 

to them. 

Help with Worship 

You will see that Junior Macarthur has 

offered us a couple of music clips today. If 

you have some favourite worship music 

you would like to offer up, email it 

through to me.  In this time we can 

experiment with some new music options, 

whether it be contemporary, Cook Islands 

as well as more traditional music. 
 

We also want your input in doing bible 

readings on zoom and preparing and 

leading prayers (on paper and zoom).  

Please let me know if you are keen to 

prepare and lead a prayer, or the 

reflection. It is great to hear from 

different voices.  Why not email Jill right 

now and let her know you are ready and 

willing! 

 

 
 

Opening Prayer 

Loving God, Te Atua o aro’a 
Though physically apart, we gather to celebrate 
your presence with us;                              
to offer You our praise and our prayers, 
our love and our commitment.   
  
Through the gift of Your own Spirit, 
You abide with us 
and in 
us.                                                                       
            
We delight in Your love for 
us,                                                      
and in the life we have been 
given                                                 
through, Jesus Christ. 
 
Open our eyes to recognize Your presence 
here among us;            
open our hearts to the love that You have 
for us;                            
open our minds to the truth You would 
reveal to us 
as we gather to worship you.  
I roto I te ingoa o Iesu. Amene                       
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81202052743
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81202052743
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We Sing: 

 Contemporary: The Masters Calling 

(chosen by Junior Macarthur) 

 https://youtu.be/R-fW383OmgQ 

Traditional: We Sing: Abide With Me  

https://youtu.be/MmtRlEIIZnQ 

Abide with me: fast falls the eventide; 

the darkness deepens; Lord, with me 

abide: 

when other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
 

I need thy presence every passing hour; 
what but thy grace can foil the tempter's 
power? 
Who, like thyself, my guide and stay can 
be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide 
with me. 
 

I fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless; 
ills have no weight, and tears no 
bitterness. 
Where is death's dark sting? where, grave, 
thy victory? 
I triumph still, if thou abide with me. 
 

Hold thou thy cross before my closing 
eyes; 
shine through the gloom, and point me to 
the skies; 
heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain 
shadows flee; 
in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 
 

Prayer  
God, Te Atua, You are our beginning, You 
are our guide and You are our destination  
You have set before us the path we are to 
travel through life 
 

Yours is a trail that You have laid out in 
scripture with the words of the Law, and 
the Prophets. A way that was embodied 
by Jesus himself and passed on to his 
disciples. 
Through the mysterious and sacred 
movement of the Holy Spirit Your 

roadmap has made its way from the 
disciples down through the generations 
and has found its way into our hands and 
into our hearts. Meitaki Maata, thank you 
so much. 
 

 
 
It is a pathway that that is rich and 
abundant, a way of living that is always 
invitational, where others can join us at 
any point along the way. Help us to notice 
those people on the edge of the road 
looking on.  May our lives and the way we 
live inspire those on the verge to step out 
in faith. Let us notice and encourage them 
as they take those tentative steps. 
 

In the past 7 weeks we have been given 
such an opportunity to discover what is 
important and what is not. It feels like we 
got to step off the merry go round of life 
and look at our lives, our church, our 
community, and our world from another 
perspective.  
 

It feels like the path that you had set 
before us from the beginning, has had a 
pruning. Where we can more easily see 
the way ahead and that yes this way is 
indeed the best route on which to take 
the journey of our lives, lived in You. 
 

We confess the times that we are 
tempted to stray from your path, and yes 
while we can currently see that that your 
way is more clear, we know that as life 
begins to go around again,  that we might 
veer off in a direction that is not of your 
making.   Help us to continue to walk in 
your way. 

https://youtu.be/R-fW383OmgQ
https://youtu.be/MmtRlEIIZnQ
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We continue in prayer as we pray aloud 
the Lord’s Prayer    
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us in the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen. 

To matou Metua i te ao ra,  

     kia tapu toou ingoa, 

kia tae toou basileia,  

     kia akono ia toou anoano  

i te enua nei, mei tei te ao. 

O mai te kai e tau ia matou i teia nei ra.  

Akakore mai ta matou ara, mei ia matou  

i akakore i ta tei ara ia matou nei. 

Auraka matou kia timata ia mai,  

 akaora ra ia matou i te kino. 

Noou oki te basileia, e te mana,  

e te kaka, e tuatau ua atu. Amene 

Sharing Christ’s Peace 
Following worship today, I encourage you 
to be in touch with someone in our church  
community via phone, text or email as 
well as someone outside of it to share 
Christ’s peace.  
 

 
 

Bible Reading: Acts 17:22-31 
 

 
    
Reflection: Catching the Wind 

Yet again our lectionary text speaks to our 
time so eloquently.  God does not live in 
Shrines made by human hands.  Too often 
our church buildings become the focus of 
our worship rather than a place where we 
come together to worship God.  Yet things 
have been really shaken up over the last 8 
weeks where we haven’t been able to be 
together in our church buildings on a 
Sunday morning.  

The notice I put in the windows of our 
church building said, that while our 
buildings might be closed, the church 
isn’t!  It has been and innovative and 
creative time where we have found other 
ways to connect with each other.  
Necessity is the mother of invention and it 
has been great to connect with others in 
new ways.  Phone calls, texts, zoom calls, 
cards sent through the mail, email, 
facebook, paper copies of worship 
services dropped in mailboxes, as well as 
worship buddies.  

We have had people join us from all over 
the country for Sunday worship, Sacred 
Space and our Mother’s Day Lament: 
Invercargill, Oamaru, Hampden, Dunedin 
Blenheim, Feilding, Palmerton North, 
Taupo, Porirua, Auckland. We have 
connected with some overseas folk too in 
Australia, the Netherlands, England and 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2017:22-31&version=CEB
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Norway – and that is only the ones I know 
about!  

We have been connecting with our 
neighbours in ways we haven’t before and 
greeting people on our daily walks with 
more enthusiasm than we might have in 
the past.   

 

While we love our church buildings and 
our gathering there to worship and pray 
and learn and laugh, this experience has 
helped us recognize at a much deeper 
level that indeed, the buildings aren’t the 
church – that we the people are. 

And we have had the experience of doing 
everything differently.  We have had 
coffee and wine together via zoom. We 
have dwelt in scripture together. On 
Anzac Day we shared how war has 
impacted our lives and the lives of our 
families.  People from around New 
Zealand, half of whom I didn’t know 
joined us on Mother’s Day to bring to God 
the grief and sadness they carry about 
that day.  

Jim Spall organised an online face to face 
meeting that half of his farming district 
turned up to talk about the drought.  
Older farmers were able to share their 
experience of previous droughts and to 
tell the younger ones that they would get 
through this. People shared lots of 
practical ideas of hot to get by. They loved 

 
1 Chittister Joan. In the Heart of the Temple: My 
Spiritual Vision for Today’s World. 2004: Blue 
Bridge New York 

this time so much that they are doing it 
again this week. 

It turns out that Sacred Space on a 
Tuesday works better via zoom than in 
person, where we can gather for 20 
minutes from our homes to reflect and 
pray. It feels like this huge tapestry of 
God’s love being woven across our nation 
as we are joined by people in lots of 
different places in Aotearoa. 

Last week we were able to worship with 3 
other churches and hear from Julia Grace 
as part of our World Vision Worship.  
There has also been lots of online learning 
as church leaders have come together to 
learn and share.  

Out of this space I experiences God’s tap 
on my shoulder encouraging me to do 
some chaplaincy at the hospital and you 
have encouraged me and supported me in 
doing that.  It has been an amazing time. 

Our flatmate Sophie has been reading 
many of my books and this week she has 
been telling me about one that I haven’t 
delved into yet. It is by a Catholic Nun, 
Joan Chittister who talks about the reality 
that chaos often breeds life, while order 
breeds habit.1 

Out of these strange times lots of pretty 
amazing things have emerged – things 
that we wouldn’t have imagined before.  
We have had a shake up which has made 
us have to do things differently and there 
has been so much gift in that. 

Something I have really appreciated as 
have those who have joined us is our 
times of Lectio Divina on a Thursday 
morning, where  we listen to a piece of 
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scripture being read a couple of times and 
share what strikes us about it. 

 

 On Thursday as we dwelt in these verses 
from Acts, one of the things that came out 
of our shared time together was the 
powerful knowing that actually we were 
all created to search for God.  It is 
compelling.       

Verse 26:-28 From one ancestor he made 
all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and 
he allotted the times of their existence and 
the boundaries of the places where they 
would live, so that they would search for 
God and perhaps grope for him and find 
him—though indeed he is not far from 
each one of us. For ‘In him we live and 
move and have our being’; as even some 
of your own poets have said, ‘For we too 
are his offspring. 

Isn’t it profound – that we were created 
to search for, to seek, to find God.  That 
within each of us there is this longing for 
God, where we have a God shaped hole 
that we want to be filled, or we have 
within us a magnet that seeks its maker.  

 The crazy thing is that even though we 
were born with this longing for God inside 
of us, God is actually very close – In God 
we live and move and have our being.      

This hunger and yearning for God was also 

evident in 1st Century Athens when Paul 

roamed the streets of what was at the 

time a centre of learning and culture.   

Paul sees that they are a religious city, 

that they too are a people yearning for 

God – it is just that he thinks that they 

aren’t looking in the right places.   

During this time in Athens there were two 

dominant ways of understanding life. 

Firstly, there were the Epicureans who 

believed that personal pleasure was the 

aim existence. They didn’t believe in 

religious devotion as they didn’t think a 

personal God would make any difference 

in the outcome of a happy life.  

The other significant group were the 

Stoics who were guided by their analytical 

observations and careful reasoning.  They 

sought to live life in harmony with all the 

institutions of daily life.  They believed in 

God as a personal deity who supported 

them to live in the ways that they always 

had, according to their culture.  To them 

God supported their city leaders to keep 

things the way they had always been. 

God’s will was to do what they were doing 

and had always been doing, rather than 

being something beyond that.  A bit like 

some people in the US who believe that 

Trump was ordained by God to be the 

President, therefore whatever Trump 

does or does not do must be God’s will.  

Yeah. Nah! 

 We can certainly see aspects of both the 

Epicurean and Stoic ways of living in our 

society eh? The hunger for more and 

more things to try and make us happy or 

doing things in the way they have always 

been done because that is the way that 

you have to do them! 

The disruption that we have experienced 

in the last 8 weeks has challenged both of 
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those ways of living.   It has also caused us 

to question what really matters. 

It has enabled people to engage with 

church communities in entirely new ways.  

Clergy throughout the world are reporting 

much higher levels of engagement with 

their online worship.  While we have 

hopefully dodged the bullet of massive 

infection in New Zealand, we are 

experiencing major economic fallout.   

In today’s reading from Acts, Paul is 

talking in the Market Square, telling the 

people of Athens about God.  He knows 

their longing for God and he tells them 

that it is ‘God the creator who gives life 

and breath to all mortals and all things’. 

We know that too and we sometimes get 

to see the longing for God in others – 

especially when times are tough, like now.  

Like Paul did there, here and now is a 

great time for us to be engaging with 

people in the public square.  Paul isn’t 

simply preaching to the converted in the 

holy huddle of a church building. This is 

something that has always inspired me 

greatly about Paul, the way that he 

engages with people who were outside of, 

what became known as the church.  

It is fair to say that so much of what we 

have been doing  for a long time, as the 

 
2 Anthony B Robinson and Robert W Wall. Called to 
be the Church: The Book of Acts for a New Day. 
2006: Edmans Publishing Grand Rapids.  

church has focussed on the internal life of 

our congregations.  

Our focus has been preparing worship for 

Sunday, looking after our buildings, the 

pastoral care of our parish. While that is 

important it cannot be all that we do.   

American Theologian Anthony Robinson 

puts it like this: 

 Tell your pastors to give up half 

their meetings and spend time in 

evangelism. Instead  of the 

metaphor of running a battleship 

we need more windsurfers, people 

out catching the wind of the Spirit 

….. Paul ventured into the 

marketplace and the public square, 

rather than devoting all his time to 

the internal life of the church, he 

engaged with wider culture, so 

should the pastors of the church 

today, So should all the believers in 

congregations today. We need 

fewer battleships and more 

windsurfers.2 

It is a telling comment isn’t it because it is 

so easy to get caught up in all of the 

internal church organisation and 

administration but if we do only that we 

are little more than a Jesus focussed club.  

While we can’t neglect the internal 

running of our church, it cannot be all that 

we do. It must be a case of both/and 

rather than either/or.  

 We do need to look after and support our 

people and cultivate a life together a life 

in common as we seek to follow Jesus 
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together, but we also need to go beyond 

ourselves.  

 

We have been windsurfing over the last 8 
weeks and it has been great – we have 
been catching a lot of wind - the Holy 
Spirit is definitely at work in these 
changing times. 

The thing is, it is only when disorder 
erupts that we get to see what we have 
always been doing might not be the only 
way.  When we get shaken out of our 
complacency we begin to ask questions 
that can lead to a new understanding, a 
new vision and new life.  

This is true for our life together as the 
body of Christ and also for us as 
individuals.  Where our spiritual practices 
themselves can begin to trump the 
spiritual life – like going to church every 
Sunday. If our spiritual life settles into a 
comfortable routine, it is so easy to stop 
noticing that all around us there is a 
longing for God.   

Let us continue to catch the wave of the 
Spirit. 

 
 
We Sing:  Catch the Wind by Donovan 
https://youtu.be/J8hjEYTpwE8 
 
Contemporary: You Love Me (Best of My 
Love) chosen by Junior Macarthur 

https://youtu.be/ijM9xD8fEA8  
 
 
 
 
Offering 
If you can I encourage you to use internet 
banking, in the short term. Our church 
bank account is 03-0642-0034245-000. 
Alternatively, simply place your offering in 
the weekly/monthly envelope that you 
have and put it aside. You could pop it in 
the wooden box beside the office door at 
church.  
 

Offering Prayer 
Living God You have given us life and 
breath and all that we have. We have 
nothing to give to You  except what we 
have received from You. So, with these 
offerings, given in this and other ways, 
help us to dedicate to You  all that we 
have and are, so that You may have what 
is indeed Your own, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen 
 

Prayer for Others 
In silence, I invite you pause and bring to 
mind, the people, the places and the 
situations within our community, our 
nation and the world  that are on your 
heart today, naming them aloud as you 
bring them before God  

• People 

• Places 

• Situations 
 

We pray for the church, not only St 
Andrews but the church and the churches 
in Hawkes Bay, throughout New Zealand 
and the world.     
 

As we do this we bring before you the 
words of George MacLeod from the Iona 
Community in Scotland whose words echo 
our scripture today: 
   
O Christ, you are within each of us. It is 
not just the interior of these walls: It is our 

https://youtu.be/J8hjEYTpwE8
https://youtu.be/ijM9xD8fEA8
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inner being you have renewed. We are 
your temple not made with hands. We are 
your body. If every wall should crumble, 
and every church decay, we are your 
habitation.  
Nearer are you than breathing, closer 
than hands and feet. Ours are the eyes 
with which you, in the mystery, look out 
with compassion on the world. Take us 
outside, O Christ, outside holiness, out to 
where soldiers curse and nations clash at 
the crossroads of the world. So shall our 
buildings continue to be justifed. Amen. 
 

We Sing: Brother Sister Let Me Serve 

You  https://youtu.be/hlNoxoOocZs 

Brother Sister Let Me Serve You by 

Richard Gilliard 
1. Brother, sister, let me serve you; 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 
 
2. We are pilgrims on a journey, 
and companions on the road; 
we are here to help each other 
walk the mile and bear the load. 
 
3. I will hold the Christ light for you 
in the night time of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
speak the peace you long to hear. 
 
4. I will weep when you are weeping; 
when you laugh I'll laugh with you; 
I will share your joy and sorrow, 
till we've seen this journey through. 
 
5. When we sing to God in heaven, 
we shall find such harmony, 
born of all we've known together 
of Christ's love and agony. 
 
6. Brother, sister, let me serve you; 
let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that l may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 
 
  

 

 

 

Sending  

Go out into the world, the community you 

know, your workplaces and your street 

with hearts open and ready to love those 

you meet. (at a safe physical distance!) 

 

Go and reflect the welcome of God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit whose heart 

closes no-one out but whose love is for all, 

always. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/hlNoxoOocZs

