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It is White Sunday this Sunday a Pasifika 
tradition where our children and young 
people take a lead in worship.  Although it 
is a bit different this year in that we can’t 
meet together to worship, it would be 
wonderful if you could join with us this 
Sunday via Zoom.  You don’t need a 
computer, you can simply phone in. It is so 
good to connect with each other in person 
and in real time.  If you haven’t done it 
before I hope you can join us on Sunday at 
10am. 
 
This week, under level 3 we are able to 
drop off a copy of the service to people 
without email, welcome back to you all! 
 
Look out for a church newsletter, that June 
is putting together for us, it will be out in 
the next week or so. 
 
Next Sunday, May 10th is Mothers Day and 
we are going to be doing things a bit 
differently in that we along with 3 other 
churches in NZ will be joining in worship 
with World Vision.  It will be via a website 
rather than zoom and will be well 
produced.  We will meet for a coffee over 
zoom afterwards to touch base.  At 3pm 
that afternoon I will also be leading a 
Mothers Lament service via zoom for 
people for whom Mothers Day is tough. 
This will be the service that will be dropped 
off to people without internet next 
Saturday, and that our worship buddies 
will read out over the phone. 
 

I am going to take a couple of days off at 
the end of this week and Ken Hutchison 
will be leading Lectio Divina on Thursday 
morning at 10am via zoom.  If you are keen 
to join in, please let him know.  
 

The theme of today’s worship is 
Thankfulness 
 
 
 

 
 
Opening Prayer  
God, source of all life, we are so grateful 
for today, a day that You have made. 
A day where we experience the beauty of 
Your creation in autumn colours of red and 
gold. 
A day where we experience the wonderous 
warmth of the late Autumn sun.   
A day where we are thankful.   
You have sown so bountifully with an 
abundant harvest. Thank you  
 
As we enter into our communal worship of 
you, we are so grateful for each other. 
We are thankful for our St Andrews church 
family worshipping together by zoom, or 
by email or Facebook or through sharing 
with a worship buddy. 
We are grateful for our extended church 
family who are joining us in worship from 
around the country and overseas 
We are thankful for our children and young 
people who to celebrate White Sunday are 
helping to lead our worship today. 
May we be open to Your Word as we come 
before You in worship, knowing that You 
have the power and the love to transform 
us and expand our hearts to further share 
the love that we experience in You.     
 

Song: This is the Day 
https://youtu.be/IRLxugEtqx8                      
This is the day, this is the day  

that the Lord has made,  

that the Lord has made;  

https://youtu.be/IRLxugEtqx8
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we will rejoice, we will rejoice  

and be glad in it, and be glad in it.  

This is the day that the Lord has made;  

we will rejoice and be glad in it.  

This is the day, this is the day that the Lord 

has made.  
 

2. This is the day, this is the day  

 when he rose again, when he rose again;  
  
3. This is the day, this is the day  

 when the Spirit came, when the Spirit 

came;  

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving: Prepared by Elijah 

Ioane  

On this Sunday, White Sunday the children and 

youth of St. Andrews is thankful for many 

things in our lives. With the busyness of 

everyday life is it so easy to be blinded and 

forget to be thankful for the things and people 

in our life. We often take for granted those 

things and push them aside as the chaos of life 

leads us astray. Most of us never say thank you 

at times, the times when they often would 

mean the most but in our hearts lord. We do.  

Our hearts are full of thankfulness, we are 

thankful for the times of laughter and smiles 

we share with one another, to reaffirm and 

strengthen our family ties that the rough 

waters of life sweep us away from. The times 

to sleep in, away from school, and not worry 

about the stress and burden that school may 

have on us. The baking and cooking which we 

do instead of our parents who provide and 

cooks for us every day and having our loved 

ones close to us, the loved ones that’s we 

don’t see for periods of time and cherish the 

time we have with them.  

Lord of endless love and grace, we are thankful 

for the days that have passed with the number 

of COVID19 cases dropping as each passing day 

goes by but for those that have lost someone, 

a loved one and someone who was a friend we 

gave the scripture of Matthew chapter 5 verse  

4 “Blessed are those who mourn for they will 

be comforted.” Our love and hearts go out to 

them as they grieve their family members and 

friends.  With our thankfulness, we thank you 

lord, and continue to thank you in our 

everyday lives. Amen 

Bible Reading 2 Corinthians 9:6-15  
 

Reflection: Overflowing Generosity 
It has been so good to hear so much 

thankfulness in these crazy days of Covid 

19.  

Thankful that we have had such a huge 

impact on keeping the infection numbers 

low by our staying at home and keeping in 

our bubble.   

Thankfulness about the leadership that our 

government has provided - certainly in 

stark contrast to some other countries.  

Gratitude for the amazing Hawkes Bay 

weather we have experienced over this 

time. 

Thankfulness for the time and the space to 

live more simply, creating great food and 

baking, going for walks.   

 

The thing that has been most emphasised 

in terms of being thankful though, is the 

time spent with our families, especially 

when sharing the same bubble. It is what 

all the young people in our church have 

named and I have heard certainly heard a 

few business owners saying that yes this 

has been super tough financially but it has 

been so wonderful to have this family time.   
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When I talked to Pam McCann the 

manager of Family Works at Presbyterian 

Support, she told me that the at-risk 

families they are working with are also 

relishing the family time that they are 

having together.  

For those who aren’t in a family bubble, 

who are living on their own it is clear how 

grateful they have been for those extra 

phone calls with friends, neighbours and 

our church family.  There is much to be 

grateful for.   

While without doubt this experience has 

had and continues to have huge 

ramifications for so many people that I 

don’t’ want to disregard there has also 

been a great deal of gift in it too.  We have 

been reminded of what really matters in 

life – our relationships with each other and 

our relationship with God.   

One of the things I have been struck by as I 

have walked around the neighbourhood is 

the boxes of free produce inviting people 

to take what they need: lemons, limes, 

grapes, feijoas,  grapefruit, persimmons. 

It has been wonderful to see this overflow 

of harvest being shared in our 

neighbourhoods shared with anyone and 

everyone who happens to be walking past. 

 

This sense of overflowing abundance 

connects us with Pauls second letter to the 

church at Corinth.  

Pauls speaks so eloquently of God’s 
abundance and rich provision.  God 
provides us with every blessing so that 
people have enough, actually more than 
enough so that they can then share what 
they have with others.  What Paul is saying 
here, is that this sharing with others, 
especially sharing with the poor, 
demonstrates thanksgiving to God. 
 

In both chapter 8 and 9 of 2 Corinthians 
Paul is tackling the issue of giving to the 
poor.  Paul is, no doubt, speaking into the 
fulfilment of prophecy that when you see 
Gentiles bearing gifts to Jews, then you 
know that the kingdom of God has come 
near. So here the church of Corinth, a 
gentile church is being encouraged to 
share what they have with the Jews who 
are poor in their city. 
  
This sharing of one’s abundance is made 
clear throughout Pauls letters (Rom.15:25-
32, 1Cor.16:1-4, cf. Gal.2:10).  This is not an 
optional extra of their faith. They and we 
are called to be generous with what we 
have.  In chapter 8 of this letter Paul draws 
on the example of the church at 
Macedonia who although they were poor, 
they gave so generously to others in an 
overflowing wealth of generosity. 
 

To the church of Corinth Paul says (in 
chapter 8) that he is not commanding 
them to give to the poor but is testing the 
genuineness of their love for God and Jesus 
Christ. He is also makes it clear that they 
aren’t to give beyond their means – that it 
is a fair balance between their present 
abundance and the needs of others.  Paul 
quote Exodus 16:18: 
 “The one who had much did not 
 have too much, 
 and the one who had little did not 
 have too little.” 
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On Friday as I was preparing this, another 
God moment occurred, where I opened 
the PCANZ bushfire online newsletter. Our 
Moderator the Right Rev Fakaofa Kaio 
included these words in his message to us 
all as the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa 
New Zealand, words that echo Pauls 
message to the church at Corinth. 
 

 
As Christians, there is an added call on our 
lives. In the teaching of our Lord Jesus, “If 
you love me, feed my sheep.” (John 21:17) 
We must include the “least, the needy, the 
poor, the hungry” in our plans and in our 
management of our families, our churches 
and our lives. 
 

It is not a duty or a responsibility, but 
rather our natural, normal behaviour and 
demeanour.  It is love in action, exemplified 
by our Lord Jesus Christ on the cross. 
 

If you received this via email, I hope that 
you have had a chance to read the cartoon 
by Toby Morris at the Spin Off website that 
was released on Friday. 

 It tells the story of Tasia a woman who has 
worked at an Auckland supermarket for 
the past 17 years to support her and her 
teenage son.  She has a regular five day per 
week job but every week she tries to pick 
up an extra shift each week in order to get 
by, but it is tough. The extra 10% she 
received during lockdown made a 
difference, as did the free transport, but it 
wasn’t an easy time with rude customers 
and fears of getting ill.  
 

What I want to highlight in the cartoon is 

the disparity between the rich and the 

poor. The two supermarket chains in New 

Zealand making millions and many 

supermarket owners on the ‘who is the 

richest in NZ’ list. Here we see the rich 

getting rich on the backs of the poor as 

they are paid the minimum wage in New 

Zealand. It is something that is all too 

common isn’t it?   
 

You can see the impact it has on Tasia’s 

life, that even though she works hard, at 

least 40 hours a week, she is only just 

keeping her head above water. 
 

Oh, how those words that Paul quoted 

from Exodus ring true here: “the one who 

had much did not have too much, and the 

one who had little did not have too little.” 
 

While you probably won’t find any of our 

names on New Zealand’s rich list, many of 

us have a whole lot more than others do. 

Scripture makes it clear what we as people 

of faith are called to do:  we are to share 

from our abundance with those who don’t 

have as much.   
 

Even more than that, Paul calls us to share 

what we have generously and cheerfully. It 

is not something that we are to do sparing 

or in a stingy way, but abundantly.   
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When we do that Paul claims, we aren’t simply giving to the poor – we are making an offering 

to God.  

Giving to others, sharing what we have with others who have little is not an optional extra for 

us as followers of Christ. 

Over the past five weeks it has been much easier to get a sense of what we need and what we 

do not.  Certainly, it has made Chris and I very conscious of the frivolous way we spend, 

sometimes getting takeaways, simply because we cannot be bothered cooking.  Or going to 

the supermarket to get those extra ingredients instead of making do with what we have at 

home.   

Oh, how easy it is for us to use our abundance to treat ourselves, again and again and again.    

And let’s face it, it is what advertising shouts to us constantly - you deserve, treat yourself, 

because you are worth it.  Yet, the scripture which we hold so dear gives us such a different 

narrative, doesn’t it? 

It is interesting to ponder the reality that one bought 

coffee each day costs over $1600 a year, while a curry 

or McDonalds for two once a week amounts to about 

the same.  It is so easy to abundantly spend that 

ourselves and quite shocking to see how it mounts up.   

While it is wonderful to have treats, sometimes, a 

good question to ask ourselves is whether we would 

give away $1600 so freely to others, with an attitude 

of overflowing generosity and love?  

God has given creation such abundance, but we as humans don’t seem to do very well in 

distributing it evenly as we see in the case of Tasia and the supermarket owners.   

God’s call to us isn’t simply about sharing our money though, it is also about sharing our time, 

sharing our love and compassion with others with abundance and generosity too.    

As Paul points out in our scripture today, when we sow bountifully, we will reap bountifully 

and when we sow sparingly we will reap sparingly - it is something that applies to all aspects 

of our lives.  

We show our gratitude and our love to God through our generosity to others. 

This is a significant way that we as Christians confess our faith in Christ.   

Let us be thankful for the overflowing love that God pours out on us all.  With joy and 

pleasure may what we have been given flow from us with that same abundant generosity, 

so that all people and all creation may flourish.  

Let us share what we have with thankfulness! 

 
 



6 
 

Song: Shout to the Lord https://youtu.be/y78aKBa917I 
 

Offering/Atinga 
We give in grateful thanksgiving for all that God has given us.  
In the upside down world of the gospel, we measure our wealth not 
by what we have, but what we can give away. Let us give away 
generously, in this offering, to bless your church, your people, your 
creation. 
 

Prayer for Others: Yohanna Clayton 
God in these strange times, there is so much that we want to pray for 
We know that some people have lost their jobs because of the lockdown and we pray that 
they get new jobs. 
 

Please held us to keep being careful so that we don’t get any more cases of Covid 19 in New 
Zealand. 
 

There is so much that wasn’t able to happen because of the lockdown, like not being able to 
do pest control.  Our summer was a great season for flowering in the bush which means 
that rats possums and pests like that have increased a lot.  They do so much damage in our 
native bush so we pray for our beautiful bush, God, may you help us to  better protect it as 
it provides a home for so many of our native birds and insects.    
 

The month of lockdown has been so good for our planet, with hardly any travel, by plane or 
by car.  Help us to learn from this. Guide us to lead lives of simplicity, knowing that spending 
time with the people we love matters more than having flash things, or big trips.  
We pray for our friends who we miss so much at the moment, we can’t wait to see them 
again, even though we know we have to wait a bit longer. 
We pray in Jesus name, amen   
 

We Sing: We Go Out With Joy  https://youtu.be/unWnWSgoSt0 
You shall go out with joy 
And be let forth with peace, 
And the mountains and the hills 
Will break forth before you. 
There'll be shouts of joy 
And the trees of the fields 
Will clap, will clap their hands. 

And the trees of the fields  
will clap their hands, 
And the trees of the fields  
will clap their hands, 
And the trees of the fields 
 will clap their hands, 
While you go out with joy. 

Closing Prayer 
God of harvest, Gardener Supreme, 

feed us and equip us.  

Having provided for us, 

let us harvest your love  

by the fruitfulness of our lives  

in service to You  

and to others. 

God of harvest, 

feed us, prune us, harvest us 

that our lives might 

bring glory to you.  

Amen 

https://youtu.be/unWnWSgoSt0

