
1 
 

Easter Sunday Opening Words 

We gather as the church, dispersed by physical distancing 

to proclaim Christ’s resurrection 

We gather to celebrate the light 

that no darkness can extinguish, 

to remember  

 that love is more powerful than death, 

and to trust 

  that peace is stronger than violence. 

We gather today to celebrate the wonder and miracle of new life. 

 

Christ is Risen! 

He is Risen Indeed!!  
 

 

We Sing (Please cut and paste link to internet and sing your heart 

out) 

Traditional: Morning Has Broken https://youtu.be/we-n-Zmglt0 

Contemporary: 10,000 Reasons https://youtu.be/DXDGE_lRI0E 
 

Prayers of Adoration and Confession  

God of love, in these unusual times we are especially conscious of our need for you, that 
you are indeed foundational in our lives, an anchor that helps to still us, in the stormy seas 

of life.  
 

On the face of things, life as we have known 
is under threat... as we fight the invisible 
and incapacitating threat of Covid 19. 
Our world is grieving, our communities are 
isolated and people are fearful of the 
economic ramifications that are emerging in 
these tough times. We need the stone to be 
rolled away again. 

 
Forgive us as we recognise, in this time of lockdown, that we had been taking for granted 
the richness of the connections that we have with others as we go about our daily lives – the 
relationships of longevity and love as well as those seemingly inconsequential interactions 
with others that lift our day and remind us how our lives are all intertwined.  
 
Forgive us, as we realise the ways that we have been putting our own needs before others, 
revelling in our busyness, forgetting your call to us, to reach out to others to serve. 
 
Forgive us too, for our blindness in seeing all the signs of recognition around us, the 
emergence of new life in places that we least expect. We need the stone to be rolled away. 
We need life to break out within us again. We need love to consume us again. Resurrect us 
today, O God, and make us agents of Your life, sharing your love and light in whatever ways 
we can. 

https://youtu.be/we-n-Zmglt0
https://youtu.be/DXDGE_lRI0E
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We continue in prayer as we say or sing the Lords Prayer together (in English or in Kuki 
Airani) 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us in the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

To matou Metua i te ao ra,  

     kia tapu toou ingoa, 

kia tae toou basileia,  

     kia akono ia toou anoano  

i te enua nei, mei tei te ao. 

O mai te kai e tau ia matou i teia nei ra.  

Akakore mai ta matou ara, mei ia matou  

i akakore i ta tei ara ia matou nei. 

Auraka matou kia timata ia mai,  

 akaora ra ia matou i te kino. 

Noou oki te basileia, e te mana,  

e te kaka, e tuatau ua atu. Amene. 

 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness  
Christ is Risen! There is new life 
everywhere. There is Good News 
everywhere. There is nothing lost that 
cannot be found, no dark place where light 
cannot shine, no awful past that cannot 
lead to a bright future. You are God’s 
beloved; you are a child of the 
resurrection. Live into the hope and 
promise of Christ, knowing you are forgiven and loved. Amen. 
 
Sharing Christ’s Peace 
Following worship today, I encourage you to be in touch with someone in our church 
community via phone, text or email as well as someone outside of it to share Christ’s peace.  
 

We Sing 
Traditional: Now the Green Blade Rises https://youtu.be/kYA0tFX2tV4 

Contemporary: Broken Vessels (Amazing Grace) 

https://youtu.be/fiyYoe678yI  
 

Bible Reading: Matthew 28: 1-10 
 

Jill’s Reflection: Intentionality and Participation 

To help us enter into today’s gospel reading in an emotional 
way I invite you to bring to remember how you felt when 
you have returned home from the funeral of someone 
important to you.   
 

Where you feel emotionally exhausted and rung out by 
everything that has happened over the days since the death 
of your loved one.   

https://youtu.be/kYA0tFX2tV4
https://youtu.be/fiyYoe678yI
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You feel like you are all cried out, but somehow tears still seem to emerge. Where you kind 
of want the extra people around your home to go, but then again, you don’t especially want 
things to go back to ‘normal’ because it doesn’t feel like things will ever be normal again, 
and you are not sure about being alone in your own grief… 
 
I expect that Mary Magdalene and the other Mary would have been feeling a bit like that, 
pretty raw from the entire experience. Not only did they have the death of this man who 
they loved so dearly, they also had to reckon with the loss of their leader, the person whom 
they thought was going to bring about change in the way they lived their lives as a 
community of people.  Jesus had taught them how to be in good relationship with God and 
with each other. He had shown them that what God wanted was fullness of life for 
everyone.  They loved Jesus and Jesus loved them. 
 
So yes, they were gutted and grief stricken and probably not thinking straight.  They still 
wanted to be close to Jesus, so they got up early and went to the 
tomb at dawn.  
 
As if they didn’t have enough to be battling with inside, there is a 
huge earthquake. A disruption in the earth to match the devastation 
they were feeling inside.  
 
An angel appears and rolls back the stone.  But it is not only the two 
women who see him appear – the guards turn pale and are shaking in 
their shoes, terrified by what they see.  Yet it is to Mary Magdalene 
and Mary to whom the angel speaks, commanding them to not be 
afraid.  He knows why they are there, that they are looking for Jesus 
body. He tells them that Jesus isn’t there, that he has been raised and 
takes them into the tomb to prove the truth of what he is saying.  The 
angel instructs them that Jesus will be going ahead of them to Galilee 
and asks them to tell the other disciples this.  
 
Off the two Mary’s run, with a mixture of fear and joy to tell the disciples what they have 
seen and experienced. The next thing they know, Jesus appears to them and they begin to 
worship him.  ‘Do not be afraid,’ he tells the two women, go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee, it is there they will see him.  
 
Pause 
 
Here we find ourselves experiencing the strangest Easter of our lives, confined to our homes 
if our work isn’t deemed as essential.  Waiting, watching and wondering as we tune in each 
day at 1pm, to the angels Jacinda and Ashley, as they lead us through this time.  We hope 
and pray that they will be able to roll away stone from the front door of our houses at the 
end of this lockdown.  We long to be set free to meet with our family, our friends and begin 
to engage again with normal life. 
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We know though, that we have experienced a great disruption and that life probably won’t 
be the same as it was before we entered the Covid 19 tomb. 
 

It definitely won’t be the same for the families who have lost loved ones, four in New 
Zealand but  more than 100,000 overseas. A number that is going to grow and grow.  
 

While it is clear that the lockdown has made a huge difference here, we are still in a fragile 
situation and will need to continue being very careful with how we live and interact with 
each other for a long time yet.  
 

Even if we, in Aotearoa, manage to keep the virus pretty much at bay, the consequences of 
the border closure, the economic destruction and projected unemployment are going to be 
massive. It will indeed be a great disruption to our lives, in ways we probably don’t fully 
realise yet. 
 

Gosh this isn’t sounding much like an uplifting Easter Sunday sermon, you might be 
beginning to think!... but I am getting there! 
 

I hope you took the time to watch the video I sent through with this email, if you haven’t 
please do, it is such an uplifting clip showing us the resurrection that can come out of this 
time. It looks forward to a year from now, where there will be a baby boom because of all 
the lovers, loving. Where there is a rise in businesses because all the entrepreneurs have 
had some time of stillness and creativity and all the children remember a time where all the 
Mums and Dads were home drawing and playing ballgames with them. That we will 
remember it as the time that we all got to stop and be present. The time when the real 
heroes were the health professionals.  Where for once even out of the chaos, there was 
community. There was a global rise in togetherness, where streets were quiet, but homes 

were bustling with love and laughter. 
 

There is a lot of talk about the good things that will 
come out of this time.  Things like the importance of 
not being caught up in the busyness of life, where 
we have more time to enjoy the simple pleasures of 
life and be present to one another.  Where there is 
more space to be still before God.  
 

With climate change, consumerism and the growing gap between the rich and poor and all 
that that meant, it felt like the earth and all of the people in it have been on a trajectory 
towards destruction for a long time.  Then along comes an unknown virus, bringing the word 
to its knees in ways that have never been imagined.  Nations closing their borders, to all but 
their own. People having to stay in their homes and local neighbourhoods for a month or 
more, for the greater good.  
 

There is a great possibility of recalibration here. Where from within the tomb of lockdown 
new things might emerge, and life as we know it might be transformed. But the thing is that 
it is going to take intentionality and participation. We can’t simply sit back and watch what 
happens. As followers of Jesus we have an important part to play in helping to bring about 
Gods kingdom here and now.  
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As we heard in our Maundy Thursday gospel reading from John, after Jesus washed the feet 
of his disciples he said to them: “So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I have set you an example, that you also should 
do as I have done to you.” 
 

Jesus was very clear in what he commanded his followers to do.  We as Jesus disciples, some 
2000 years later, are called to do the same.   
 

Some of you might have been a bit annoyed that I didn’t provide a Maundy Thursday or 
Good Friday worship service that you could simply listen too or read. Instead each liturgy 
that I sent through demanded something of you, to reflect and answer the questions that 
were set before you. Both liturgies demanded that you brought yourself and your own life 
into with mix.  You weren’t able to simply sit back and think that was nice (or I didn’t like 
that one bit!).    
 

I was quite intentional in deciding to do both of those services in that way, giving each of 
you the opportunity to engage and make the most of the reflections and actions that they 
had to offer.  The reality is the more that we put into activities, the more we will get out of 
them, and it is the same with our faith life.  Certainly, in our study groups as well as our 
meditation group, that is the case, and it is great to experience our mutual engagement with 
what is offered. 
 

Both Mary and Mary Magdalene were very intentional in their actions on what we now call 
Easter morning. The arose early in the morning to go and be near Jesus.  After their 
encounter with the angel the ‘go quickly’ to tell the other disciples.  They are also very 
present in participating in what is happening. When Jesus appears to them, they ‘came to 
him, took hold of his feet – in the same way that Jesus had taken hold of the disciples’ feet 
in the foot washing just nights before, and they worshipped him.  
 

While Christ goes before us, leading the way, we as his followers have a wonderful 
opportunity before us.  We can all help in creating a new way of being that looks more like 
the kind of life that God longs for, for us all.   The gifts and blessing that we are seeing 
emerge in these crazy times are things that we need to nurture and engage in for them to 
grow.  If we don’t, we will too easily revert back to how we lived before, with me in my 
patch and you in yours.   
 

Except that when we emerge from this, there is going to be a whole lot of hardship out 
there, with so many people without jobs and without purpose.  While this will be tough, 
there is also a whole new way of being that is possible, something that we as the church are 
called to help shape and create. Maybe we have been awaiting a time such as this, a time 
for reformation of who we are as the church and how we engage with others.   
In preparing todays sermon I was reminded of this great song by Eddie Vedder called ‘Rise 
Up’ from the movie, ‘Into the Wild’. The song ends with the words: ‘Gonna rise up and fly 
from the tomb that’s been holding me. Gonna rise up and sing myself a new home.’ 
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This Easter Sunday, what if we imagine singing these lines for us as the church. That in this 
time where more people are realising their longing for God and in this time when things are 
going to be tough for so many - what if we as the church, follow Jesus lead and rise up from 
the tomb that has been holding us.  What if, with intentionality, we participate in singing 
ourselves into a new way of being.  
 

What a beautiful story of resurrection that would be!  
 

We Sing Traditional: Jesus Christ is Risen Today https://youtu.be/rMwPEmUMP7U  

Cook Islands Imene Tuki https://youtu.be/IuYKHYpF4LU 
Contemporary https://youtu.be/72mkccyJgZY It might seem kind of weird choosing a 
worship song by Eddie Vedder, the lead singer of Pearl Jam, but as you sing/reflect on these 
words, you will discover that they are indeed words of resurrection.  Resurrection is in and 
around us everywhere. 
      
Such is the way of the world, can never know 
Just where to put all your faith, and how will it grow. 
Gonna rise up, burning black holes in dark memories. 
Gonna rise up, turning mistakes into gold. 
 

Such is the passage of time, too fast to fold. 
Suddenly swallowed by signs, lo and behold. 
Gonna rise up and find my direction magnetically. 
Gonna rise up and throw down my ace in the hole. 
 

Such are the stories we bring, telling the toll. 
Laughter and tears full the sky, echo below. 
Gonna rise up and stand in the light that I cannot see. 
Gonna rise up and live all the stories I know. 
 

Such are the songs that we sing, fears to unfold. 
Music, like water, wells up, unbending our soul. 
Gonna rise up and fly from the tomb that’s been holding me. 
Gonna rise up and sing myself a new home. 
 

Offering/Atinga 

Let us make our offerings to God. 

We are conscious of the financial ramifications that are occurring with the loss of jobs and 

financial stability for some people. Let us know if you are struggling (financially or in any 

other way). Now is an even more important time to share what we have to help each other 

out, in the way followers of Christ have been always been called to do.  

It is harder for us to make our offerings to God in lockdown. 

 If you can I encourage you to use internet banking, in the short term. Our church bank 

account is 03-0642-0034245-000. Alternatively, simply place your offering in the 

weekly/monthly envelope that you have and put it aside.  

Prayer of Dedication 

https://youtu.be/rMwPEmUMP7U
https://youtu.be/IuYKHYpF4LU
https://youtu.be/72mkccyJgZY
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Though alone, separated from others, we can still we offer our gifts on this joyous morning, 

praying that they may the bring light to those in the shadows, laughter to all who mourn, 

and hope to those longing for life anew. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen 
 

Prayer for Others prepared by Brenda Waring 
Hallelujah, Jesus Christ we welcome you, fill your people with joy and your Church with celebration.  

We thank you Lord for the Church of which we are members and pray your blessing on all who share 

with us in the life and worship.  Help us to be outward looking, welcoming all who share with us in 

life and worship and remembering that the Church of the Living Lord exists not for itself but for the 

sake of others and to spread far and wide the good news we celebrate on this Easter Day.  Bind us 

together in your service and 

continue to keep us close to you 

as well as to one another. 
 

Deepen our communion with 

one another in Christ and grant 

that through your Spirit 

continually working in us we 

may increase in the knowledge 

of the Love of Christ. 
 

The Lord is risen and we are 

risen with him 

The Lord is risen and life eternal 

is ours, 

The Lord is risen and death has 

lost its sting 

The Lord is risen and the way to 

heaven is open 

The Lord is risen, he is risen indeed. 

Allelulia 

 The Living Christ – adapted from Prayers for Everyone by Frank Colhough 
 

We SingTraditional: Thine Be The Glory https://youtu.be/GaoV5w2Qfag 

Upbeat: O Happy Day https://youtu.be/rxAqIWNrfWA    
Cook Islands Imene https://youtu.be/VHzd2TQoYA8?list=PL0429DDCE2CFE4F7D 
 

Blessing 
May God,  
who comes to us 
in the things of this world, 
bless your eyes 
and be in your seeing. 
 

May Christ, 
who looks upon you 
with deepest love, 
bless your eyes 
and widen your gaze. 

 

 
May the Spirit, 
who perceives what is 
and what may yet be, 
bless your eyes 
and sharpen your vision. 
 

May the Sacred Three 
bless your eyes 
and cause you to see. 
 © Jan L. Richardson.

https://youtu.be/GaoV5w2Qfag
https://youtu.be/rxAqIWNrfWA
https://youtu.be/VHzd2TQoYA8?list=PL0429DDCE2CFE4F7D
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