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St Andrews Sunday 
Worship 

April 19th 
Opening Prayer 
Holy God, Lover of all 
the tomb has been opened, 
     and we dance into your future. 
Your life has dawned on us,  
     and we surround you with our praise. 
You reach out your hand, 
     and lead us into joy. 
 
Jesus Christ, Faithful Witness: 
you pick open the locked doors 
of our hearts 
     and come in to be with us forever. 
You breathe peace into our souls, 
     so we may bring healing 
          to a troubled world. 
 
Holy Spirit, Breath of Peace: 
you show us our hearts, 
     so we may give love to others. 
You show us our hands, 
     sending us to serve the needy. 
You show us your hope, 
     so we may live in your joy. 

 
God in Community, Holy in One, 
even as we find ourselves dispersed 
physically  
We gather as one to worship You  
 

~ adapted from prayer by Thom Shuman 
 

 

 

We Sing: Halle Halle Halle 

https://youtu.be/lsI_wQZD7ZU 

Song: Halle Halle Halle  
Halle, halle, hallelujah! 
Halle, halle, hallelujah! 
Halle, halle, hallelujah! 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession 
God of all, You are the giver of new life,  
You are the one to whom we owe each breath,  
You are the reason for our hope.  
Send your enlivening spirit, 
be present with us as we come close You, 
As we proclaim the Easter gospel,  
that in You, life conquers death,  
That in You we are made new. 
 

God of Compassion, we confess that too 
often we have lived lives of those not 
worthy to be called Your children.  
Though You are light, we have preferred 
to lurk in shadow, though You are love, 
we have been hard of heart. Too often 
You show us the Way, and we have 
wandered far off course.  
  
We turn to You with repentant hearts, 
and seek Your forgiveness. We pray that 
You will transform us, re-make us to live 
more fully into the life you long for, for us, 
that by our thoughts, our words and our 
actions we might lead lives worthy of your 
kingdom. 

https://youtu.be/lsI_wQZD7ZU
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We continue in prayer as we say or sing the Lord’s Prayer together 
 (in English or in Kuki Airani) 

 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us in the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

To matou Metua i te ao ra,  

     kia tapu toou ingoa, 

kia tae toou basileia,  

     kia akono ia toou anoano  

i te enua nei, mei tei te ao. 

O mai te kai e tau ia matou i teia nei ra.  

Akakore mai ta matou ara, mei ia matou  

i akakore i ta tei ara ia matou nei. 

Auraka matou kia timata ia mai,  

 akaora ra ia matou i te kino. 

Noou oki te basileia, e te mana,  

e te kaka, e tuatau ua atu. Amene. 

 
 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
God loves you.  You hear this again and 
again,  
but you need to hear it again and again.  
God loves you. 
 There is no border you can cross, no 
lockdown that will limit God’s love for 
you.   
Live with the fullness of God’s love, grace 
and peace. Amen 
 
Sharing Christ’s Peace 
Following worship today, I encourage 
you to be in touch with someone in our 
church community via phone, text or 
email as well as someone outside of it to 
share Christ’s peace.  
 
 

Bible Reading: John 20:19-31 
 

Reflection: Christ’s Peace  R2 

Last week the stone was rolled away from the tomb and it was left wide open. Christ had 
risen from and had broken out of the tomb.  

This week our reading begins with disciples not in a tomb, but in a room whose door they 
have locked because they are scared.  They want to keep the religious police out and no 
wonder – they are terrified of the people who pursued Jesus and had him crucified. Perhaps 
they thought safety in numbers would make it OK, especially behind the protection of a 
locked door.  Despite Mary Magdalene’s proclamation that Jesus had appeared to her, it 
wasn’t enough to persuade them to leave their door unlocked, let alone open.  
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It feels like a text written for our times doesn’t it, that even though we  experienced Christ’s 
resurrection last Sunday, we still find ourselves in lockdown –  where we find out tomorrow 
if we get to move to level 3 soon.  

It is fair to say though, that most of us Level 3 isn’t 
going to feel much different to Level 4.   We will 
still be locked in our respective bubble’s for fear 
of passing on or getting the virus that is causing 
havoc across the world.  Most St Andrews folk I 
talk too aren’t experiencing a great deal of fear 
about the situation. Generally, people are 
enjoying having the time at home living more 
simply.   

While it seems that most people within our St Andrews church are doing well, we know that 
outside of our locked doors there are many people who are struggling. Parents navigating 
working from home while trying to engage their kids in online learning.  Business owners 
knowing that every day they are closed, more money is going down the gurgler.  People 
realising that it is looking less and less likely that they will have a job to return too.  There is 
indeed lots of fear in some people’s bubbles.  

In the midst of the fear that the disciples were 
experiencing Jesus came and stood among them and said 
Peace be with you’.   Imagine it, Jesus their leader, their 
teacher, their friend standing before them.  Their long 
hoped for Messiah right there with them, blessing them, 
calling for peace to be their experience.  

Peace is what we need in the midst of fear, something 
that will lift the paralysis of anxiety and worry.  Jesus 
reinforces his longing for peace for his disciples, by saying 
I twice – it was simply a flash type of greeting he was 
using, he wants them to experience peace.   

It’s good to reflect on peace and what it is. If I was to ask you what the opposite of peace is, 
the chances are that you would say war.  But peace is more than the absence of war isn’t it.  
You can still experience a lack of peace where there is no war.  Fear, anxiety, struggle, 
depression, loneliness etc can easily destroy any sense of peace that we might have.  When 
we find ourselves experiencing those emotions,  it feels like we are stuck in a space with the 
doors locked. If it is really bad it might even feel like a tomb, with no possible way out.    

Peace contains hope – there is the sense that despite all that is happening, everything is 
going to be OK. Christ’s peace, the peace that surpasses all understanding, contains within it 
the knowing that even the worst suffering and torment, to the extent of crucifixion and 
death can be overcome. That even new life can emerge from that!   
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When Jesus says to the disciples – Peace be with you, he is saying that it doesn’t matter how 
bad things are, there is the very real possibility and hope of new life emerging.  Look at what 
he has just been through and there he is before them.!    

In the midst of worship, every week we say to one another – ‘peace be with you’ as we 
share Christ’s peace with one another. It is a wonderful part of our worship where we are 
conveying to each person we greet ‘ may you experience the peace that Christ offers’ or 
‘there is nothing in your life that is so bad, that there is no hope’.   We are hoping for the 
best for that person, that they may experience in the depths of their lives the new life that 
Christ has brought us.           

The doors of our churches are locked at present, and given the 
age of the majority of our St Andrews family, it is unlikely that 
we will be meeting together in our church building for a month 
or too yet.  Not being able to ‘go to church’ is helping us to 
redefine what church is – while our buildings are closed our 
church definitely isn’t.  It is wonderful to hear about all the 
connecting with one another that is going on – whether it is 
over the phone, by email or zoom. I have heard so many 
stories of our people learning a lot more about each other 
than they knew before.  Despite the locked doors of our 
church building, there has been an opening up between us. I 
love hearing about it – it is a beautiful thing that is 
strengthening us as a faith community.   

Jesus is pretty clear though, that we aren’t to simply remain in our church bubble when it 

comes to sharing Christ’s peace.   He says - “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you.”  As we are filled up by Christ’s peace, we are to pass it on in whatever way 
that we can.   But more than simply saying those significant words, Jesus goes further.  He 
breathes on the disciples, saying to them as he does ‘this receive the Holy Spirit’. 

I know that it is weird in these Covid 19 days to see breathing on another as a good thing, 
but it certainly was in this instance.  Through the breath of Jesus, the Holy Spirit was 
released into the disciples so that they could go forth and minister share Christ’s love to 
others. It was a foretaste of what was to come at Pentecost. Jesus showed that God wasn’t 
going to be contained behind a locked door, in the same way that Christ wasn’t contained 
by stone tomb, that the Holy Spirit was going to be contained either, as Jesus breathed it all 
over the disciples. 

We are all doing a bit of a crash course in epidemiology - the study of public health- at the 
moment aren’t we?   One of the things we have been learning about is the R0, the 
reproduction rate of Covid 19.  It basically means how contagious the virus is. An R0 of 1 
means that within a population, for every person infected they are likely to infect one other 
person. R1 is the tipping point, above R1 and the infection rate is growing, below R1 and the 
infection rate is diminishing.  
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For the Sharing of the peace of Christ to be effective it definitely needs an infection rate 
higher than R1, we want to take all the opportunities we can to share Christ’s peace with 
others.   Peace, especially in these times where there is so much fear and worry. 

Sharing Christ’s peace is a significant gift that we are called to share with others.  Whether it 
be something that we articulate clearly, or something we do by our actions, it is especially 
important when there is so much uncertainty and fear around us. 

 It is as simple as phoning people to connect with them, or offering a word of thanks to the 
person serving you at the supermarket checkout. It is a smile and a wave to the person you 
pass at a safe distance in the street.   

An important part of sharing Christ’s peace though is authenticity.  Have you had the 
experience in church of someone saying the words to you ‘Christ’s peace’, without meeting 
your eyes, where already they have turned to look for the person they are going to greet 
next.  It doesn’t feel so good does it, it doesn’t feel so authentic.   Certainly, we know the 
difference between someone thanking us for something we have done and merely saying 
the words thank you.  The intentionality of sharing Christ’s peace matters. 

We want people to know Christ don’t we? We want people to know the peace that 
surpasses all understanding.  As we have experienced and been filled up with Christ’s love 
we want to help fill others with that same peace. While we can’t open the doors of our 
building at the moment, we can certainly open the doors of our 
hearts to share Christ’s peace and love with others.  

As I was finishing off my reflection yesterday morning, my niece 
Georgia from Napier phoned me on her Mum’s phone. She used 
the video function because she wanted to show me what she 
made for me this morning. A cardboard church – that even has a 
church bell that was around the neck of the Easter bunny she 
received last Sunday – another great example of resurrection! 

What I love about the church, apart from the awesome bell is 
the huge open door!   Actually, it isn’t really a door at all, it is an 
opening that people can move into and out of easily, where all 
are welcome anytime, not just the times that the door is 
unlocked! 

As Jesus said “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you. 

We Sing: 

Traditional: Make Me A Channel of Your Peace: https://youtu.be/2svZhZT6Pro 

Contemporary: What A Beautiful Name It Is https://youtu.be/r5L6QlAH3L4 

Cook Islands: Mitiaro Enua https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eakl5S8kP_Y 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/r5L6QlAH3L4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eakl5S8kP_Y
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Offering/Atinga 

Let us make our offerings to God. 

We are conscious of the financial ramifications 

that are occurring with the loss of jobs and 

financial stability for some people. Let us know if 

you are struggling (financially or in any other 

way). Now is an even more important time to 

share what we have to help each other out, in 

the way followers of Christ have been always 

been called to do.  It is harder for us to make our 

offerings to God in lockdown. 
 

 If you can I encourage you to use internet 

banking, in the short term. Our church bank account is 03-0642-0034245-000. Alternatively, 

simply place your offering in the weekly/monthly envelope that you have and put it aside.  

Prayer of Dedication 

Te Atua, God 

let our faith community of St Andrews 

be a witness to you: 

immersed in scripture, 

constant in prayer, 

joyful in worship,  

generous in giving. 

A loving, supportive community 

reaching out to those in need. 

Accept these gifts we offer,  I roto i te ingoa o Iesu, in Jesus' name, Amen. 
 

Prayers for Others Prepared by Brenda 

Armstrong 

We gather together in our supplication for 

others giving thanks that you, God, are 

Mother to the human family. As we are now in 

this strange and bewildering time we think of 

the needs of others in our community and 

beyond. 

First we uphold the lonely and isolated.  We 

think of those alone in their homes who have 

little or no support or contact with others. It is 

at this time that the pain of aloneness is 

exacerbated.  As they grieve for real communication and the touch of a friendly hand or a 

hug may they realise that You long to gather them like a mother hen gathering her chicks 

under her wings. 

May we be instruments of Your comforting Love. 
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We pray also for those who are ill, especially those who are ill with Covid19.  This illness may 

make people feel like lepers who are bringing a disease into the community, for others they 

may be taken to the brink of death or to death itself.  Please let them have a glimpse of Your 

loving kindness and Your power to ease suffering.   

May we be instruments of Your Healing Love. 
 

We pray for all those workers caring for the sick, risking their own lives in so doing.  We 

think of workers in Rest Homes and hospitals who ease suffering, use their skills and their 

energy and who comfort the dying.  Thank you for their sacrifices.  May they feel our 

gratitude. 

May we be instruments of Your encouragement. 
 

We pray for other essential workers.  Thank you for those who work the land to produce 

food and for those who work to transport and sell it to us.  We give thanks for those who 

strive to keep law and order and for those who work to provide water and electricity and to 

remove our rubbish.  

Help us to treat these people with gratitude and respect.  
 

We pray for those who are not isolated 

but who live in overcrowded houses.  

Lord we understand how difficult it can 

be to live with ourselves and other 

imperfect people.  We pray for kindness 

in these homes and the protection of 

vulnerable children.  We pray for those 

who still work to help people in 

domestic conflict. 

May we be instruments of Your peace. 

 
We pray for our government and community leaders.  May they have wisdom.  We pray for 
Jacinda Ardern as she leads us through this challenging time and ask for strength and 
encouragement for her. We pray for ministers of religious communities and give thanks for 
Jill.   May financial leaders understand the impact on the economy and seek wisdom to deal 
with this. 
May we support our leaders as they make difficult decisions. 

We pray for other counties, especially in countries where health care is only for the rich.  

Thank you for people who serve in organizations such as Christian World Service or Doctors 

Without Borders.  Help us who are rich support those who have so little. 

May we be instruments of Your generosity. 
 

Gracious God we lift up our hearts in gratitude as we know that the love you give us is the 

strongest force for good in the universe. 

May we share the love of God with a needy world, through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 
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We Sing: The Peace of the Earth Be With You  https://youtu.be/kYsTzXby4vU 

The peace of the earth be with you,  

the peace of the heavens too;  

the peace of the rivers be with you,  

the peace of the oceans too.  

Deep peace falling over you; 

God’s peace growing in you. (Repeat)  

 Guatemalan traditional song, arrangement by John Bell 
 

Benediction 

Go now, sent by the one who was sent by God. 

Walk in the light; 

testify to the resurrection of Christ;  

forgive the sins of all, 

and live at peace with one another. 
 

And may God bless you with life 

forever; 

May Christ Jesus breathe his Spirit 

and peace into you; 

And may the Holy Spirit lead you 

into the life and light of God. 
 

We go in peace to love and serve 

God, in the name of Christ. Amen.                                                                              

By Nathan Nettleton 

 

Vesper: Sent By The Lord Am I https://youtu.be/DqbAS6-25sY 

Sent by the Lord am I 

my hands are ready now to make the earth 

the place in which the kingdom comes. 

Sent by the Lord am I; 

my hands are ready now to make the earth 

the place in which the kingdom comes. 

 

The angels cannot change a world of hurt and pain 

 into a world of love, of justice and of peace. 

 The task is mine to do, to set it truly free. 

 Oh, help me to obey; help me to do your will. 
 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/kYsTzXby4vU
https://youtu.be/DqbAS6-25sY

