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St Andrews Sunday 

Worship April 26th 
 

 
 
Opening Prayer 
You alone know, O God, the depth of the 
longing in our hearts; 
the intensity of the thirst in our souls, 
And in answer, you have come to us, 
lived among us, 
taught and healed us, 
demonstrated what the good life looks 
like; 
Then died, to reveal the value of this life 
you offer.  
You alone know, O God, what we need to 
satisfy our need, 
to lead us to the life we instinctively seek, 
And in answer, you have opened the door 
to life for us, 
constantly whispered to us of your love 
and grace, 
gently nudged us in the direction of our 
best life. 
  

And so , now, as you come to us again, 
as your life is proclaimed to us again, 
we praise you Risen and Living One, 
for the truly good life we find in you. 
We gather together, as One, no matter 
where we are. Amen 
 
Adapted from Prayer by John van de Laar  
Sacredise 
 

 

 
 
 
We Sing; Spirit Open My Heart 
https://youtu.be/U3f6P2B7buA   
 
Chorus 
Spirit open my heart  
To the joy and pain of living  
As you love may I love  
In receiving and in giving Spirit,  
open my heart 
 

1 God, replace my stony heart  
with a heart that's kind and tender.  
All my coldness and fear  
to your grace I now surrender. 
 
2 Write your love upon my heart 
as my law, my goal, my story.  
In each thought, word, and deed,  
may my living bring you glory. 
 
3 May I weep with those who weep,  
share the joy of sister, brother.  
In the welcome of Christ,  
may we welcome one another      

. 
 

 

 

https://youtu.be/U3f6P2B7buA
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Prayer of Confession  
Prepared by Helen Hallgarth 
 
Dear Father. Your word in Genesis Chapter 2 

tells us that from the very beginning You 

wanted a close relationship with us. You 

created us and wanted us to be happy and 

have loving companionship with You.  

You gave us the gift of language to name 

all the other creatures You created and The power to speak directly with You and with each 

other. 

Father forgive us when we use this power unwisely or unkindly. When our words hurt 

others or influence others harmfully. 

Forgive us when we lie. Forgive us when we hide behind half truths or refuse  to face the 

truth. Preferring to believe what we see as a comfortable compromise for fear we may 

expose the hidden faults we see in ourselves. 

Forgive us when we scoff or gossip or judge and blame. Forgive us when we insult, humiliate 

or defame others. Forgive us when we fail to speak up when we hear words such as these 

being spoken.  

Forgive us when our words are boastful and arrogant or, worst of all, when we deny You. 

Thank you dear Father, for sending us Your Word to 

save us. In John Chapter 1 we find The Word. Your 

Son Jesus, pure truth and Holiness, who came so we 

can be forgiven, restored, sanctified.  

Lead us to be willing to use words to help others. 

Give us the wisdom to speak the right words when 

someone is in need. 

Loving Father. Your Word is Love, full of grace. 

Forgive us when we don't bother praying to You. 

Forgetting that You long to hear and answer our 

prayers. Neglecting the basic building block of 

relationship, communication. 

Thank You for forgiving us through Your Son Jesus 

and restoring us to right relationship with You and 

with each other. 

Thank you for hearing our prayer and all the private 

prayers of our hearts. 
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Now together in Jesus name we pray the prayer He taught us.. 

 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us in the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen. 

To matou Metua i te ao ra,  

     kia tapu toou ingoa, 

kia tae toou basileia,  

     kia akono ia toou anoano  

i te enua nei, mei tei te ao. 

O mai te kai e tau ia matou i teia nei ra.  

Akakore mai ta matou ara, mei ia matou  

i akakore i ta tei ara ia matou nei. 

Auraka matou kia timata ia mai,  

 akaora ra ia matou i te kino. 

Noou oki te basileia, e te mana,  

e te kaka, e tuatau ua atu. Amene 

 Sharing Christ’s Peace 
 
 
Following worship today, I 
encourage you to be in touch 
with someone in our church  
community via phone, text or 
email as well as someone outside 
of it to share Christ’s peace.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

We Sing: On The Journey to Emmaus   

https://youtu.be/2h-wlsGDnUE 

Bible reading: Luke 24: 13-35 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/2h-wlsGDnUE
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Reflection: Journeying to Emmaus   

On Thursday 7 of us gathered together via 

zoom and phone to dwell in today’s 

scripture.  I read the text a couple of times 

and invited everyone to notice what were 

the words or phrases that struck a chord 

with them.  What followed was a rich 

conversation as different people revealed 

the parts of the road to Emmaus story 

that the Holy Spirit emphasised to them.     
 

 
This practice – Lectio Divina is an ancient 

practice that followers of Christ have been 

engaging in since around 300 AD.  Origen 

of Alexandria was an early Christian 

scholar who described scripture as a 

sacrament.  In a letter to Bishop Gregory 

of Neocaesarea he wrote "When you 

devote yourself to the divine reading ... 

seek the meaning of divine words which is 

hidden from most people". Origen 

believed that the Word (Christ) was 

incarnate in Scripture and could therefore 

touch and teach readers and hearers. 

Origen taught that the reading of 

Scripture could help move beyond 

elementary thoughts and discover the 

higher wisdom hidden in the "Word of 

God". 
 

It is a helpful way to read scripture, where 

rather than simply skipping over the 

words as you read them, you dwell within 

them as you hear them being read twice.  

It is a process that enables you to slow 

down and notice what you might not 

have, where you are taken more fully into 

the events being described.  

What I really like about this process is that 

it is not about what happens in your head, 

it is not about how well you know the 

bible.  I know that people, yes people who 

have spent their lives as part of a church 

community can clam up when it comes to 

bible study, feeling anxious that they 

don’t know enough and who don’t want 

this confirmed by others! 
 

On Thursday, for the second time, we 

dwelt in scripture together, this time with 

the story of Cleopas and his friend on the 

road to Emmaus.  It is pretty amazing the 

differing discoveries that we each made.  

As we shared them together the text 

became richer and fuller to each of us.  

Others noticed things that I hadn’t seen 

before that certainly aided my 

understanding of what was going on here. 

We will continue to do this over the next 

weeks, so I invite you to join with us if you 

have half an hour to spare on a Thursday 

morning at 10am.  Even if you don’t have 

a computer we can find ways to link you in 

by phone. 
 

There is indeed a lot going on today’s text, 

and because it is likely that it is a text that 

we know well, it is easy to miss things. 

 
It was weird to have a stranger walking 

along the road, joining two others and 

simply butting in on the conversation.  
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Imagine if we were walking along with a 

friend feeling grief stricken and 

traumatised, and someone starts walking 

beside us and then has the audacity to ask 

what we are talking about! 
 

In their discussion together Cleopas and 

his friend clearly identified Jesus as a 

prophet who was impressive in both his 

actions and the word’s he spoke. His 

connection with God and with other 

people was remarkable.   
 

This stranger new lots of stuff about the 

Hebrew Bible – the Old Testament. It 

sounds like he was able to give a timeline 

of Moses and all the prophets.  Given that 

Cleopas and his mate already claimed 

Jesus as a prophet, they were no doubt 

especially open to hearing about other 

prophets.  
 

It was surprising that they didn’t recognise 

the stranger as Jesus.  It echoes how hard 

it is for us to recognise Christ among us as 

we go about our ordinary lives - how we 

so easily fail to see God because we are so 

focussed on what we are doing.   
 

It was not until they were at the table, 

where the stranger took bread, blessed it 

broke it and gave it to them that their 

eyes were opened and they recognised 

him as Jesus.  That it was not through his 

words but through his action of serving 

that they recognised him. 
 

 
 

 

It was only after they identified who Jesus 

was, that they were able to recall how 

their hearts were burning within them as 

Jesus had talked with them on the road. 
 

These are all observations that came out 

of our group on Thursday – there were 

others and I really wish I had written them 

down now, because it was so rich. 

 

After scripture is read in some churches 

the person reading the bible will say these 

words: ‘Hear what the Spirit is saying to 

the Church’ 
 

 
 

I love that – it is a clear reminder that the 

bible isn’t simply for us as individuals to 

apply to our own lives but is for us as the 

church – as Christ’s body.   Over the last 

three decades or so the cult of 

individualism has influenced the society so 

deeply.  Even the church has succumbed 

to it with people thinking that the purpose 

of the church is to fill up and nourish the 

individuals who are part of it.  While I 

hope that that happens as well as a bit of 

challenge too, it is important for us to 

remember that that isn’t the reason the 

church exists. As Dietrich Bonhoeffer once 

said – and which I have on the wall of my 

church office.  “The church only exists 

when it exists for others.” 
 

So what is the Spirit saying to the church 

in this story ‘The Road to Emmaus’?  
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Here are some possibilities… 
 

When we come across people who are 

grief stricken and in trauma, it is good to 

get alongside them and gently ask 

questions, in the way that Jesus did. 
 

It is revealing to notice how people’s 

words and actions line up, and how well 

they connect with God and with others. At 

St Andrews our vision statement is this: 

Accepting all people, striving for 

compassion, seeking to live out Christ’s 

selfless love until we see God’s justice 

realised.   

This is something we are working hard on 

as a faith community as we endeavour to 

accept and demonstrate compassion for 

all people as we live out Christ’s love.  This 

is about all of us doing this as we 

encounter people, both as individuals and 

as a church community so that others see 

that our actions do indeed back up our 

words.  

Our St Andrews Trust which was set up to 

administer the solar farm initiative ‘Te Ra’ 

that will provide cheap electricity to low 

income families in Hawkes Bay, has made 

an application to the government for 

funding.  

This shovel ready fund is for projects that 

will help jumpstart the economy post 

lockdown and they are especially wanting 

projects that have an environmental and 

social impact – so watch this space and 

pray that we might be successful.   This 

project which has got so many people’s 

hearts ‘burning within them’ around our 

nation is a real and tangible way that we 

can realise God’s justice by ensuring that 

low income families have better access to 

electricity in order to keep them warm 

and healthy.         

 

The story of the road to Emmaus begs the 

question is us: how often are we so 

immersed in the problems and worries of 

our own lives, that we fail to notice Christ 

in our midst?   

As a church if we remain focussed on the 

fact that we don’t have a big congregation 

like we used too, that we are so busy 

looking at the past that we fail to notice 

what Christ is doing in our midst? 

It was not until they were at the table, 

where the stranger took bread, blessed it 

broke it and gave it to them that their 

eyes were opened and they recognised 

him as Jesus. That it was not through his 

words but through his action of serving 

them they recognised him.    
 

We are in the world of Covid-19.  While 

some are simply wanting to survive 

lockdown.  Others see this as an 

opportunity to change their focus to be 

more Christ like.  So if it is actions more 

than words, if its actions that are driven 

by the word of God, if it is actions that 

seek to bring the kingdom of God here, 

the question we are left with is “what can 

we as a church do to make this happen?”  

How can we serve others?  
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Because it doesn’t matter how much we talk about Jesus, if that is all we do, talk, then it will 

be hard for others to identify Christ in us, both as individuals and as the church.    
 

As Cleopas and his friend reflected on the conversation with Jesus that they had had on the 

road to Emmaus, they realise how exciting and life giving the conversation they had with 

him was. So much so, that their hearts were burning within them as Jesus talked and 

opened scripture with them.   

 

I wonder what had made you feel like your heart has been burning within you of  

late? I wonder what are the type of things are that ignite that fire especially in relation to 

your faith?    And for those of you who are joining us for worship via Zoom we would love to 

hear your response to that question.  If you aren’t then maybe you would like to send an 

email to Jill with your response.  

 

I want to finish with the beautiful words from the late Rev Howard Thurman which  

speak into the experience of having our hearts burning within us, not only as individuals but 

as the church.   
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Offering/ Atinga 

Let us make our offerings to God. 

We are conscious of the financial 

ramifications that are occurring with the loss 

of jobs and financial stability for some 

people. Let us know if you are struggling 

(financially or in any other way). Now is an 

even more important time to share what we 

have to help each other out, in the way 

followers of Christ have been always been 

called to do.  It is harder for us to make our 

offerings to God in lockdown. 
 

 If you can I encourage you to use internet 

banking, in the short term. Our church bank 

account is 03-0642-0034245-000. 

Alternatively, simply place your offering in 

the weekly/monthly envelope that you have 

and put it aside.  

Offering Prayer 

Like the disciples at Emmaus, 
we offer what we have. 
They offered their company, 
their table, their bread. 
We invite you to be with us, Jesus,  
as we offer you our love, 
our devotion, these gifts. 
May our eyes be opened 
to your holy presence among us,  
now and always.  Amen. 
 

Prayers for Others Prepared by Don Clark 

As an Easter people we come before God 

with confidence in his faithfulness and love. 

(Pause) 

Universe, and every universe beyond, spin 

and blaze, whirl and dance, laugh and laugh 

as never before. It’s happened. It’s new. It’s 

here. The liberation. The victory. The new 

creation. Christ has smashed death. He has 

liberated the world. He has freed the 

universe.  

 

You and I and everything are free again, new 

again, alive again. Let’s have a festival and 

follow him across the skies, through the 

flames of heaven and back down every 

street of our town. Then let’s have him 

come to liberate our city, clean up the mess 

and start all over again. You conquered. 

Keep fighting through us. You rose. Keep 

rising in us. You celebrated. Keep 

celebrating with us. You happen. You are 

new. You are here .  

(Pause) 

 

In these abnormal times we pray for the 

leaders of our country: the politicians and 

the Public Service CEO’s., many of whom are 

working under very stressful conditions. 

May their collective wisdom and that of 

their advisors, lead to wise decisions for the 

welfare of our people. We also pray for all 

front-line workers, many of whom have 

unselfishly given so much for the benefit of 

other people. We pray for the families of 

these workers. 

(Pause) 
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We pray for those still working to keep us 

fed and safe.  We remember those in our 

community with no work who are anxious 

and undergoing financial hardship. We ask 

that your strength be added to the efforts of 

food banks and other services which are 

endeavouring to ease others lots.  

May we show our love for them by assisting 

and giving in whatever way we are able.  

(Pause) 
 

We pray for all of our church family, 

especially those living alone and who have 

limited social contact at present. We simply 

ask that your holy spirit be with them and 

uphold them. We thank those members of 

our church family who are maintaining 

contact with others. We ask your blessing 

upon Jill, our minister, as she leads us 

through the present crisis. We give thanks 

for her innovative ways of ministering to as 

many as possible. We also pray for all 

ministers, chaplains, pastors, and leaders of 

all faiths as they strive to meet the needs of 

their members.  

(Pause) 

We pray for our own family members, near 

or far. May your holy spirit be with them. 

May your holy spirit be upon the lonely, the 

friendless and homeless.  

(Pause) 

 

We pray for people throughout the world 

who are suffering from a lack of water, food 

and shelter; those whose lives are disrupted 

by war and natural disasters. We pray for 

the many individuals and agencies who are 

working to alleviate their distress. Let us not 

forget their needs a amidst our own 

concerns. 

(Pause) 

Yesterday was ANZAC Day. Let  us 

remember the many who have sacrificed 

their lives in wars. 

(Pause)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In silence, let us bring before God any 

personal prayers we have for others as well 

as for ourselves.     

(Pause) 

As we move from level four, we thank you 

for keeping us safe. Also for the 

opportunities presented to us for accepting 

and doing new things. Thank you for 

increased appreciation of what we have: 

especially a new way of looking at all your 

creation and the part we play in our local 

environment.  Please help us to accept that 

life will be different from now on, but with 

your held we can adjust to it. 

(Pause)  
 

We pray these words through the risen 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. Amen. 
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We Sing: I Danced in the morning https://youtu.be/Xkk0YodJqH8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Closing Prayer 
Your light is the only light we need  
as we travel through life's mystery  
Your word the only voice we hear  
that still small voice that leads us  
to the place where we should be 
 
Your presence is the only company we need  
as we walk this narrow road  
Your fellowship the warmth we crave  
to help us on our way 
 
May the truth of Easter 
The joy of Easter 
And the blessings of Easter 
Be with us this day and all days 
Amen 
   
 

https://youtu.be/Xkk0YodJqH8

